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Bus and coach industry news
6 July 2009

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio
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Big buses peak, coaches level off and minibuses struggle
•
Big bus registrations to set weaken soon.
•
Declining demand for coaches levelling off.

•
Minibus registration volumes shrink by 90%.
“Big bus registrations may have peaked, buoyed-up by last year’s strong orders.  The immediate outlook is less rosy as the lagged effect of recession hits the sector,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “Manufacturers are very cautious, seeing falling activity and orders across the sector.  Coach registrations are still falling but we hope for some stability over the coming quarter.  By contrast, the minibus sector is feeling harsh economic pressures.
Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2003 to June 2009
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.
Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 17% since 1997.

The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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June 2009 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2009

	
	June
	% change*
	Year to date 2009
	% change*
	RYT 2009
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	675
	- 27.7%
	4,335
	- 24.0%
	9,075
	- 23.5%

	Buses above 8.5t
	324
	31.2%
	1,935
	27.2%
	3,593
	32.6%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	50
	- 68.8%
	249
	- 76.5%
	726
	- 75.7%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	236
	- 46.5%
	1,689
	- 30.6%
	4,044
	- 18.0%

	8.5 – 16t
	117
	18.2%
	650
	30.3%
	1,314
	32.1%

	16t +
	87
	335.0%
	534
	42.8%
	853
	24.7%

	Single-deck buses total
	490
	- 31.9%
	3,122
	- 28.5%
	6,937
	- 27.7%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	120
	- 6.3%
	751
	15.9%
	1,426
	38.4%

	All buses
	610
	- 28.1%
	3,873
	- 22.7%
	8,363
	- 21.3%

	All coaches
	65
	- 23.5%
	462
	- 33.0%
	712
	- 42.3%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	6
	- 45.5%
	18
	- 60.0%
	60
	- 32.6%

	Coaches 16t+
	59
	- 20.3%
	444
	- 31.2%
	652
	- 43.0%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date

RYT: Rolling year total
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Key annual trends in UK bus and coach new registrations

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from Dec 2003 to June 2009
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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